
Satanic Mills to Sylvan meadows walk - Points of interest

approx distance 8 miles

(1)We start at the Hollingwood Hub, formerly a lock keeper’s cottage on the Chesterfield canal which has been partly
restored since 1998. The canal was one of the earliest in England, built by James Brindley & John Varley in 1777.
Note the brick viaduct walls below the demolished Staveley Works railway station on the Creat Central Railway – the
last main line to London built in England in 1892. (See photo 1).
Nearby is the entrance to Hollingwood Common underground canal tunnel, 2 miles long, it joins the main canal about
200 yds beyond the road bridge. It was used to transport coal in 21ft boats to the 70ft boats of the main canal from
underground workings. The 6ft high canal tunnel is silted up to within inches of the roof but the entrance is still visible.

(2)We first trespass over Duke of Devonshire land but there are no gamekeepers here, only dog walkers and kids on
motorbikes. This was the Devonshire works - satanic mills which helped to pay for the sylvan meadows of Chatsworth.
We cross the site of the Spun pipe plant - a method of producing seamless cast iron pipes by centrifugal force. Staveley
pipes were exported all over the world.
Iron had been produced here since the 12th century but it took off from the 1840s when Richard Barrow started the
Staveley Coal and Iron company. Barrow Hill village was built to house his workers. The original housing "blocks" still
survive. (See photo, top RHS) The company made the girderwork for the Great Exhibition in 1851.
Sir Charles Markham ran the company in 1864. He built Ringwood Hall, a 19th C mini stately home within parkland
at the top of hill. The nearby Hollingwood Hotel was built to house visiting upper echelons of management.
There were coke ovens, steelworks, blast furnaces, and eventually a chemical works here. The last vestiges of industry
on the site closed in 2012. At its height it was a huge industrial complex employing 16,000 men. It was targeted by the
Germans in the war. Lord Haw Haw was always making threats to destroy the works but the Luftwaffe only managed
one bomb hit. which broke my Granma’s window at Staveley. The works supplied all the heating and electricity at
30cps to the housing estates around. The generators were driven by huge gas engines using gas derived from the coke
production units.
An HS2 maintenance depot is to be eventually built behind the surviving art deco clocktower offices, which are all that
remains of the once massive industrial complex. Note that behind these offices is another vast area of the works, larger
in size than the section we are crossing.
We cross the River Rother, once one of the most polluted in England. In 1836 it hosted salmon and was described as a
"beauteous stream" but by 1880 it was virtually dead to life, killed by sewage and industrial waste. Now it is returning
to “beauteous stream” status.

(3)We pass through Barrow Hill village with the last working loco roundhouse in the country. You can visit after the
walk to look at the steam engines, last entry 3.15pm. Small entry charge. Just beyond the entrance on the right, the site
of Barrow Hill railway station, closed 1954 and on the left, the site of Barrow Hill Hotel, a regular Joe Cocker venue
before he became famous. His audio amplifiers used to overheat with the 30cps electricity.

(4) Climbing to Nether Handley. A deceptive looking landscape - once heavily quarried for ironstone but all open
workings are now overgrown. To the right, in the distance, is Hagge Farm, a mansion built in 1630 for Sir Peter
Frecheville.

(5) Chesterfield Round Walk viewpoint for a coffee stop. It's possible here on a clear day to see the Crooked Spire
church, Hardwick Hall, & Bolsover castle. Next, West Handley - Manor Farm, the home of a notable wood carver.
Watch out for the gorilla lurking by the garden wall.

(6) Grasscroft wood, the local high point of the area with the Unstone TV transmitter mast visible to the west. Notable
for bluebells in spring and for the panoramic view of the Rother valley on exiting the wood.

(7) Old Whittington lunch stop at the Cock & Magpie pub. (Cheap, with good food and drink). Picnickers in the
memorial enclosure triangle opposite. - Adjacent is the original inn, the thatched "Revolution House" (Free entry)
In 1688 The Earls of Devonshire and Danby plotted to invite William of Orange to replace James II. Devonshire was
promoted to Duke as a reward for his treasonous machinations.

(8)Apologies for a boring diversion through a housing estate, a necessary evil to avoid the white van men in Station
lane which has no footpath, then we cross the Brearley Wetland nature reserve to rejoin the river.

(9) The last 3/4 mile along the restored Chesterfield canal on the "Cuckoo Way" with the noise of the factories in
Whittington replaced by birdsong and the bells of speeding pedal bikes.

(1) Tea and cakes at Katey's cafe by the Hollingwood canal lock.


